
1 
 

The Honourable  

ALEXANDER DOWNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Downer retired from politics in 2008 after a distinguished career spanning 23 years.  

Alexander is renowned for serving his country with enormous energy, passion, dedication and 

integrity.  He was Australia’s longest serving foreign minister during the Howard Government 

from March 1996 to December 2007.  He was Leader of the Opposition and Leader of the 

Parliamentary Liberal Party from May 1994 to January 1995.                                 

Alexander was born in South Australia, and was educated at Geelong Grammar in Victoria and 

Radley College in Oxford. The son of a prominent Australian politician and former High 

Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Sir Alec Downer, Alexander was a leader with drive and 

enthusiasm from an early age. Alexander’s university life at the University of Newcastle on 

Tyne in UK provided him with a very international perspective on life that he was to use 

extensively through his later career. He has a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Politics and 

Economics and is a Doctor of Civil Laws (honoris causa). Alexander also holds a Doctor of 

Philosophy from Bar Ilan University. 

Prior to entering Parliament, Alexander held a number of senior positions in government and 

the private sector.  He worked as an Economist to Westpac Bank and as an Australian 

diplomat in the Australian Missions to European Union and NATO, and as an Embassy 

representative in Belgium and Luxembourg.  

Alexander held senior political advisory roles with former Prime Minister, the Hon Malcolm 

Fraser and Federal Leader of the Opposition, the Hon Andrew Peacock before entering 

parliament himself as the Member for Mayo in 1984.  

Alexander Downer has an unparalleled grasp of the global community, its countries, 

governments and peoples.  As Foreign Minister he was at the forefront of Australian foreign 

policy during some very turbulent and also progressive times. He witnessed the increase in 

global terrorism and orchestrated significant reforms to combat its influence; he was 

instrumental in delivering independence in East Timor; he played a pivotal role in Australia’s 
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response to the Middle East conflicts; he has been an active participant and diplomatic force 

on global issues of human rights, climate change and natural disasters and at the same time 

found the time to continue to represent his local constituency on Local, State and Federal 

issues.  It was very common for Alexander to be in dialogue with various world leaders on one 

day and then the next, be opening a school fete or helping a consistent on an issue in his 

electorate in Australia.   

Alexander Downer is respected around the world as a man committed to making the world a 

better place and enhancing Australia’s position in the global community. His energy and 

passion is unsurpassed. He is not one to shirk the tough issues yet is driven by compassion 

when leading the world’s response to events that have catastrophic effects on ordinary 

people. 

Alexander’s life after politics is full and diverse.  He is a Partner in his firm, Bespoke Approach, 

a strategic advisory business as well as the Secretary General of the United Nation’s Special 

Advisor on Cyprus at the level of Under Secretary General.  He is also a Visiting Professor of 

Politics and International Trade at the University of Adelaide and sits on a number of boards 

including the Adelaide Symphony.  He also plans to write a book in the near future.   

He enjoys speaking to business and community groups on a wide range of topics that include 

leadership, regional and global stability, future trends, the art of international negotiation, to 

mention but a few of his topics. His speeches are full with anecdotes that provide the listener 

with an insight into how it works at the top...the tensions, the humour and the characters that 

make the World go around.  Alexander’s years in the media spotlight has shown him to be 

very quick witted and a man with a wonderfully Australian sense of humour. 

Alexander is married to Nicky and they have three daughters and a son.  They live in Adelaide 

where Alexander enjoys his tennis and golf, and he is affectionately known as a “rev 

head”...he has a racing car driver’s licence and is passionate follower of the sport.  The family 

has a vineyard in the famous Barossa Valley region of South Australia. 

 
 
 
 
 
Highlights of Mr Downer’s tenure as Foreign Minister included: 
 

 The adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1998, which 
bans all nuclear weapons test explosions and all other nuclear explosions for all time; 

 A leadership role in the Bougainville Peace Process, which has brought peace to an 
area which had seen terrible bloodshed through civil war; 

 Overseeing Australia’s role in the development of the International Criminal Court 
statute and ensured its ratification by the Australian Parliament; 
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 Delivering an independent East Timor by urging Indonesia to give the people of East 
Timor a vote on their future and then successfully negotiating at the UN for a Chapter 
Seven resolution to deploy peace-keepers; 

 The negotiation of the East Timor Gap Treaty, securing prosperity for East Timor and 
opportunities for Australian industry; 

 Playing a pivotal role in establishing the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean 
Development and Climate and the Global Initiative on Forests and Climate, both of 
which engage the major greenhouse gas emitting countries in addressing the 
challenges of climate change; 

 Driving Australia’s involvement in the development of the International Criminal Court 
statute and ensuring its ratification by the Australian Parliament. 

 Establishing the Australia-UK Ministerial Dialogue, an annual meeting of foreign and 
defence Ministers, to enhance strategic, defence and policy cooperation between the 
UK and Australia.  

 Playing a key part in National Security Committee of Cabinet deliberations on 
Australia’s role in the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts; 

 Establishing the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties, which institutes parliamentary 
scrutiny of treaties and greater democracy and transparency in treaty consideration. 

 Increased co-operation with our regional partners on the crucial issue of counter-
terrorism; 

 A new era of co-operation with Indonesia through the co-hosting of a Ministerial 
meeting on Counter Terrorism, the establishment of the Indonesia Centre for Law 
Enforcement Cooperation and the co-hosting of two Ministerial meetings on 
combating people smuggling; 

 Establishing Human Rights Dialogues with China, Iran and Burma; 

 The Regional Assistance Mission for Solomon Islands (RAMSI), which has seen the 
restoration of peace and stability to a deeply troubled Pacific neighbor; 

 Establishing the Youth Ambassadors for Development program; 

 Establishing the Centre for Democratic Institutions to help build better governance in 
the region; 

 Resuming diplomatic relations with the Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea; 

 Campaigning for a comprehensive response in the region to HIV/AIDS through the 
establishment of $200million aid program and chairing the first ever regional summit 
on HIV/AIDS which was hosted in Australia. 

 Reform of the Australian Secret Intelligence Service; 

 Realigning the foreign aid program to focus on improved governance, assisting 
developing countries maximise the benefits of globalisation and strengthening 
regional security; 

 Overseeing two White Papers on foreign policy. 
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Dr Richard Rigby, Executive Director  
China Institute, The Australian National 
University, Canberra 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Email: Richard.Rigby@anu.edu.au 
Phone: + 61 2 6125 7833 
Fax: + 61 2 6125 3144 
Room: e4.07 Baldessin Precinct Building 
 
 

 Richard Rigby graduated with First Class Honours in History at the ANU in 1970, and 

went on to do his PhD - subsequently reworked and published by the ANU Press as 

The May 30th Movement - under Professor Wang Gungwu in the then Department of 

Far Eastern History (now the Department of Pacific and Asian History). 

 

 Richard joined Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs in 1975, where he worked 

until the end of 2001: postings included Tokyo, Beijing (twice), Shanghai (Consul-

General 1994-1998), London, and Israel (Ambassador, 2000-2001). He then joined 

the Office of National Assessments as Assistant Director-General, responsible for 

North and South Asia, where he worked until taking up his current position with the 

ANU China Institute in April 2008. 

 

 While engaged in government work, Richard continued to pursue his academic 

interests with a series of translations, book reviews and articles on China-related 

topics. His personal interests in Chinese studies are primarily literary and historical, 

but his profession has ensured a thorough immersion in all aspects of contemporary 

China and other major Asian cultures. 

mailto:Richard.Rigby@anu.edu.au
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Dr. Zhai Kun, Director of Southeast Asian 
and the Oceania Studies, China Institutes 
of Contemporary International Relations 
(CICIR), Beijing  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Email: zhaikun@yahoo.com  

 

 Zhai Kun’s areas of expertise include Southeast Asia, Oceania, East Asian cooperation 
and Asia-Europe cooperation.  
 

 In addition to his academic pursuits, Dr. Zhai Kun is a columnist for World Affairs 

(世界知识) in Beijing. 
 

 He is Advisor to the China Central Television (CCTV), English Channel Research Fields. 
 

 He was a Visiting scholar at The Atlantic Council of U.S and the School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) of the Johns Hopkins University in 2001. 
 

 Among his publications:  “The Rise of China and the Development of Relations 
between the PRC and ASEAN, 1991-2020: A Historical Survey and a Strategy for the 
future”, Far Eastern Affairs 33,4 (2005) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zhaikun@yahoo.com
http://www.siiaonline.org/files/zhaikun.JPG
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Head of the School of History and   
 Politics, The University of Adelaide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clement Macintyre joined the Politics Department in 1991 after his first academic post at 
Victoria University. He was born in Melbourne and educated at Murdoch University and at the 
University of Cambridge. His teaching at Adelaide covers both European and Australian 
politics. This reflects research interests in twentieth century British political history and 
contemporary Australian politics, especially the study of parliamentary institutions. 

Publications 

Monographs & Chapters in Edited Volumes 

1) Politics in a time of change’ in J. Spoehr (ed.), State of South Australia: From Crisis to 
Prosperity, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 2009, pp. 44-54. 

2) ‘The Premier and the Executive: 150 years of Responsible government in South 
Australia and the Case for Reform’, in The Politics of Democracy in South Australia, SA 
History Trust, 2008, pp. 52-57.  

3) *with John Williams+ ‘The Embattled South Australian Legislative Council’, in Aroney, N, 
Nethercote, J and Prasser, S, (eds), Restraining Elective Dictatorship: The Upper House 
Solution?, UWA Press, Perth, 2008, pp. 204-218. 

4) *with Kate Alport+ ‘Engaging the Community through E-Democracy in South Australia’, 
in M. Khosrow-Pour (ed.) E-Government Diffusion, Policy and Impact: Advanced Issues 
and Practices, Information Science Reference Hershey, PA, forthcoming December 
2008 *revised and updated from ‘Citizens to Netizens:Grass Roots Driven Democracy 
and E-Democracy in South Australia’+.  

5) *with Kate Alport+ ‘Citizens to Netizens:Grass Roots Driven Democracy and E-
Democracy in South Australia’ in Ari-Veikko Anttiroiko (ed.), Electronic Government: 
Concepts, Methodologies, Tools and Applications, May 2008 [re-printed from 
International Journal of Electronic Government Research, vol 3, no 4, 2007, pp. 38-57].  

6) *with John Williams+ ‘Commonwealth of Australia’ in A. Majeed, R.L Watts and D.M. 
Brown (eds), Distribution of Powers and Responsibilities in Federal Countries, McGill-
Queen's University Press, Montreal and Kingston, 2006, pp. 9-33.  

7) ‘Politics’ in J. Spoehr (ed.), State of South Australia, Wakefield Press, Adelaide, 2005, 
pp. 117-132.  
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8) *with John Williams+ ‘Commonwealth of Australia’ in J. Kincaid (ed.), Distribution of 
Powers and Responsibilities in Federal Countries, McGill-Queen's University Press, 
Montreal and Kingston, 2005, pp. 9-33.  

9) *with John Williams+ ‘Australia: A Quiet Revolution in the Balance of Power’ in R. 
Blindenbacher and A. Ostien (eds), A Global Dialogue on Federalism, McGill-Queen's 
University Press, Montreal and Kingston, 2005, pp. 3-5.  

10) [with John Williams] 'An Endless Project: Constitutional and Parliamentary Reform' in 
C. Macintyre and J. Williams (eds), Peace Order and Good Government: Constitutional 
and Parliamentary Reform, Wakefield, Adelaide, 2003, pp. 1-7.  

11) 'The Size of Parliament and the Location of Ministers' in C. Macintyre and J. Williams 
(eds), Peace Order and Good Government: Constitutional and Parliamentary Reform, 
Wakefield, Adelaide, 2003, pp. 241-249.  

12) 'The Adelaide Irish and St Patrick's Day Politics 1900-1918' in R. Pelan, ed, Irish 
Australian Studies, Crossing Press, 1994, pp 182-196.  

 

For more information about Professor Macintyre’s extensive list of publications and reviews, 
please visit the following website: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/clement.macintyre   

http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/clement.macintyre

