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On 16 May 2007 the new Agent General for South Australia, Bill Muirhead, held a 
Reception at Australia House for the Premier The Hon. Mike Rann and for the first 
time, with the Alumni and the South Australian Business Ambassadors Network 
(SABAN). The Reception was attended by approximately 300 South Australians 
visiting or living in the UK, keen to participate in the Premier’s annual visit to London, 
as part of an overseas tour to promote South Australia in Europe and strengthen key 
relationships.  

 
The Agent General welcomed Mr Rann and his wife Sasha. The Premier 
congratulated Bill Muirhead on his appointment as Agent General and warmly noted 
the tradition established by his predecessor, the late Maurice de Rohan AO OBE – a 
man who touched the lives of so many of us. The Premier mentioned the work of the 
Alumni, Dennis Muirhead as chairman of the Alumni and SABAN Business 
Ambassadors in the UK. Mr. Rann said it was a pleasure to once again spend time – 
over Cooper’s, Vili’s and South Australian Wines – with so many South Australians 
who are doing great things in Britain, and who are serving as outstanding 
“ambassadors” for our State. 

 
New Horizons 
Before leaving London, The Premier planned to meet with a wide range of people in 
relation to new initiatives in the fields of environment, defence, university education, 
sport and the arts. This included meeting with the Duke of Kent, President of The 
Royal Institution of Great Britain and Baroness Professor Susan Greenfield, Director 
of The Ri, at a Reception to launch exciting new plans to establish Ri Australia in 
Adelaide. Our chairman, Dennis Muirhead was invited to this event and to the Agent 
General’s Business Executive Luncheon for the Premier. The Premier also invited 
Dennis (who works in the music/new media industry) to accompany him and the 
Agent General to his meeting with Peter Gabriel at Real World Studios in Box, 
Wiltshire to discuss the new Womadelaide Agreement. 
 
Mr. Rann went on to outline many positive steps for South Australia and that an 
exciting new phase in its development was reinforced by the announcement on 3rd 
May 2007of South Australia’s new Governor, Kevin Scarce and Lieutenant Governor 
Hieu Van Le. 
 
It was welcome news that the South Australian economy is in excellent shape, with a 
healthy job scene, $31.7 billion worth of major projects in development and the 
construction site for the Air Warfare Destroyers starting to take shape at Port 
Adelaide. Mr Rann also noted that South Australia is enjoying a mining boom that 
promises to have enormous, positive, long-term benefits for the State.  These are 
reflected within the updated version of South Australia’s Strategic Plan that raises the 
bar on key economic, social and environmental targets.  
 
The Premier described how Adelaide is transforming its look to account for the 
increased economic activity and infrastructure, citing many examples including new 
housing and the extension of the tram along King William Street.  
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Leading Environmental Sustainability 
Guests heard that South Australia is continuing to set the pace on the environment 
with work on ground-breaking climate change legislation, the State’s push at the 
national level to introduce an emissions-trading scheme and efforts to save the River 
Murray. In addition South Australia is the national lead provider of Australia’s 
renewable energy through wind-power capacity, grid-connected solar energy and the 
lion’s share of Australia’s embryonic geothermal energy sector. 
 
Education 
Of special interest and value for the Alumni is South Australia’s growing reputation in 
higher education: 

o Carnegie Mellon University – the first overseas university to set up in 
Australia and to offer US degrees.  The first graduation event occurs in 
Adelaide in May ’07. 

 
o UK’s Cranfield University – renowned internationally for its work relating to 

defence – recently ran its inaugural batch of executive-level short courses in 
defence education. 

 
o A feasibility study is nearing completion which may also lead to University 

College London (UCL) establishing a campus in Adelaide.  UCL has great 
strengths in areas such as environmental law, energy and economics. 

 
There is a vision for Adelaide to become known as Australia’s “University City of the 
Future” – to be as famous for our universities as we are for our arts and wine. 
 
International spotlight 
Mr Rann also outlined other links to the UK. South Australia has recently shown the 
world its abilities in hosting arts and sporting events with international acclaim and 
lots more to follow! Further to this, he announced a major new initiative linked to 
London – i.e. the start of the 2007 Tour de France beginning in London on 7-8th July 
will be the centrepiece of a new marketing push for South Australia to attract tourists, 
migrants and foreign students.  This will involve a consumer giveaway of 300,000 
small South Australian “road signs” to cycling fans along the Tour’s route that enable 
people to play a program on South Australia’s key European website and win travel 
prizes to the State. 
 
Guests were delighted to hear of the State’s progress and talk about the exciting 
opportunities opening up for businesses, for families, for young people, for those 
wishing to move to South Australia and for those wishing to return. 
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